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Orthodox to Prepare Christian Unity Statement 


(Chicago) - A statement on Christian unity will be drafted by the Kastern Ortho- 
dox Churches at the Pan-—Orthodox meeting on the Island of Rhodes, it has been 
announced in Chicago by Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America. (See BPS No. 38) 


The Archbishop said the statement will be sent to the World Council of 
Churches with which many Orthodox bodies are affiliated, before it holds its 
Third Assembly in 1961 at New Delhi, India. It will also be forwarded to the 
Vatican before the Ecumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII is convened. 


The Orthodox meeting, which is scheduled to last about ten days, will be 
the first of its kind since 1921. Representatives of the Armenian, Jacobite, 
Coptic, Ethiopian and Old Catholic Churches are expected to attend. The 
Orthodox Churches in Russia and Yugoslavia have already accepted the invitation 
to take part. In Ceneva it has been learned that the meeting is scheduled for 


some time "soon after Easter". It had earlier been announced for July. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Anglicans Demand Repeal of Area Segregation Act 


(Capetown, Oe Afr? ca) — Repeal of an act which provides for the segregation of 
South Africa's various racial groups into separate zones has been urged by a large 
majority vote of the Capetown Anglican Synod. 


The synod denounced the measure, known as the Group Areas Act, as "un- Chris— 
tian", "cruel", "unjust" and "tyrannical", The Rev. F.J, Rumsay, in moving 
the resolution, said that the church "should say to the government: ‘We hold 
you responsible for the cruelty of this act and the suffering and suicides re- 
sulting from it.' It is no use timidly to ask the government to carry out this 
inhuman measure in a humane way", he declared. "You cannot say, ‘I am going 
to cut your throat in a humane manner'", 


In another session Dr. Joost de Blank, Diocesan Archbishop, told the synod 
that the Group Areas Act makes it "categorically" impossible to carry out plans 
to establish a multi-racial school or to admit non-white children to an existing 
Anglican school. He said that as an alternative, while the church continues 
to fight against the Act, it will make every effort to establish at least one 
non-white school in which the facilities are as good as the church's schools for 
whites, BPS, Geneva 


Ancient Lexicon Discovered 


(Athens) - What ranks as a major discovery in theological literature has been 
POund im. Greece. It is the famous Lexicon of the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Photius, the Greek Orthodox scholar and theologian who was 
primate of the Church during the 9th century at the time of the schism which 
led to the separation of the Churches of the Hast and West. 


The ancient document was discovered in a Greek Orthodox monastery in 
Macedonia by Bishop Philipos of Grevena on a recent trip. Plans to publish 1% 
in the original have been made by the Theological Faculty of the University of 
Thessalonika. Certain parts of the Lexicon have been known to a few scholars, 
but this is believed to be the only complete copy in existence, BPS, Geneva 


Ethiopia Authorizes IWF Radio Station 


(Geneva) - Authorization to set up a radio station in Ethiopia has been granted 
to the Lutheran World Federation. 


Government approval of a franchise application submitted by the LWF a 
little over a year ago means it can now go ahead with plans to establish a 
powerful broadcasting unit capable of reaching all parts of Africa, western 
and southern Asia. This is the first time Ethiopian authorities have given 
a private agency permission to establish a radio station in the country. 


The LWF installation will have a 50,000-watt short wave transmitter for 
long-range broadcasting and a powerful medium wave transmitter for local 
broadcasting. Programme production studios will also be set up in South 
Africa and Tanganyika. No date has been set for beginning the operation, 
pending a study of possible sites, the type of equipment needed and the recruit— 
ment of personnel. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Leader Addresses Russian Baptists 


(Moscow) — Despite the severest frost of the last ten years, an overflow 
congregation of more than 2,000 worshippers filled lloscow's only Baptist church 
to hear a plea for Christian unity from Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


The WCC leader's 20-minute message in which he appealed for prayers for 
‘such unity as will serve peace and better mutual understanding" brought tears 
to the eyes of many of the worshippers, reports said. 


Later Dr, Visser 't Hooft and others of the five-member WCC delegation in 
Russia for a two-weeks' visit had a one-hour interview with Russian Baptist 
leaders. The WCC delegation, in the USSR as guests of the Moscow Patriarchate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, is expected to return to Geneva on December 18, 
(See EPS No. 46) BPS, Geneva 


Birth Control Issue Called "Football" 


(Newark, N.J.) - Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America, said last week that the controversy in the United States 
over birth control is being "handled like a football, even by churchmen." 

(See EPS No. 48) 


The Orthodox leader told a meeting in Newark, N.J., that the issue is 
"not a topic for discussion" and should never have been brought before the 
public, He said the question of childbirth should be understood as "a moral 
responsibility". 


Not to avoid childbirth, the prelate declared, "is a duty binding on ali" 
as well as the care of children "in the nurture and admonition of the Lord". 
The Orthodox Church is strongly opposed to any form of artificial birth control. 


Arbishop Iakovos said the argument in favour of birth control is based on 
"the premise that society must forever banish from the face of the earth hunger, 
misfortune, juvenile crime, social revolution and wars, since all these are 
(seen as) a consequence of over-population". While this argument "may be 
correct," he said, it is “entirely negative". He said mankind should follow 
the Biblical injunction to "be fruitful and multiply", and added, “we have not 
yet replenished the earth to such an extent that over-population has resulted 
in degrading the dignity of man." EPS, Geneva 


Asian Colleges Offer Free Student Places 


(Rangoon) - Five theological colleges in Asia have offered a free place to a 
student from another Asian country and others are reported considering doing 


SO« 


The plan has been arranged following a recommendation of the constituting 
Assembly of the East Asia Christian Conference. EACC member churches have been 
asked to have interested students submit applications before March 1 to the BEACC 
Secretary for Inter-Church Aid, the Rev. Alan A. Brash, Christchurch, New Zealand. 


Colleges offering the free places are: United Theological College, Bangalore, 
India; Hong Kong Union Theological College; New Zealand Baptist College; Taiwan 
Theological College, Taipei; and the Tainan Theological College. HPS, Geneva 
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Greek Church Dedicates Deaconess School 


(Athens) - Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens and All Greece has opened and blessed 


a@ new school and hostel for deaconesses, the first to be run by the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church in modern times. 


Saint Barbara's has been under construction since 1950 and in partial 
operation since 1957, Training courses in social work are given to twelve 
deaconesses every year. The hostel accommodates 90 students, many of them 
taking other courses at the University of Athens. 


Gifts to help with the project have come through the WCC from churches 
ae including the Disciples of Christ and the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the USA, 


Also taking part in the dedication were Professor Andreas Phytrakis, the 
general director of the Home Mission of the Church of Greece; the school's 
supervisor, Professor Hamilcar Alivisatos; and Miss Sophia Mourouka, the 
director of St. Barbara's, who studied in the United Kingdom on a scholarship 
from the World Council of Churches in preparation for her work. EPS, Geneva 


Three Australian Churches Unite Missionary Training 


(Sydney) - Mission boards serving three major Australian churches will open a 
united missionary college next January as "a witness to the ecumenical nature 
of the Church's task today". 


The institution, to be knowm as "All Saints! College — Australian School 
for Ecumenical Mission", will train ministers, teachers, nurses, agriculturalists, 
builders, social workers, secretaries and technicians in communicating the 
Christian mecsage and understanding the people they will serve. 


Cooperating in support of the institution are the mission boards of the 
Methodist and Presbyterian Churches and the London Missionary Society, which 
serves the Congregational Churches. Plans provide for use and possible enlarge- 
ment of existing facilities at the Methodist Church's Sydney college. 


The first principal of the new college is the Rev, Francis Whyte of the 
London Missionary Society, an Australian who has served for twenty years with 
the United Church of Northern India,in Bengal. 


An announcement of the foundation of the united college says "it is en- 
visaged as a first step in the development of a centre of study and training 
for Australia, the Pacific area and the Asian churches". The constitution 
provides for admission of missionary students from boards belonging to the 
National Missionary Council of Australia. HPS, Geneva 


Churchmen Offer to Act as Strike Mediators 


(Detroit) —~ The National Council of Churches (US) has offered its services as 
a mediator in the prolonged Us steel strike. 


In a unanimously adopted resolution its General Board said that it made 
the offer because continuation of the strike now in its fourth month, “can 
lead to consequences with regard to freedom in collective bargaining which 
neither the steel companies nor the union want, and which can also impair other 
freedoms in our national life." It added that "a major industry immobilized,.. 
is a serious reflection upon democratic institutions". 
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In another resolution the policy-making board defended the right of the 
government to intervene in strikes when it can aid free bargaining through 
mediation or when it is necessary to protect the public welfare. In a state- 
ment on "Ethical Issues in Industrial Relations of Concern to. Christians", 4% 
also said that union membership as a condition of vontinuing employment should 
be neither required nor forbidden by law. The 2,500 word pronouncement was 
approved by 73 delegates and opposed by 16, with 12 abstaining. HPS, Geneva 


Revised Greek New Testament in Preparation 


(Athens ) - A committee of scholars and theologians has begun work on @ new 
revised critical text of the New Testament in Greek. 


The work has been undertaken by the Theological Faculty of the University 
of Athens which has access to several documents and manuscripts not available 
to editors of earlier editions. As a result, a spokesman said, it is believed 
that the new text will be the most accurate edition ever published. 


| When completed the new text is expected to replace the edition currently 
in use by Greek Orthodox churches. Publication is expected some time in 1960 


The new text will be the first prepared by Greek Orthodox scholars. Previous 
ones have been prepared by non-Greek New Testament experts. The text currently 
in use was prepared in 1898 by a German scholar, the Rev. Eberhard Nestle, DD, 
for the Bible Society of Wtirttemburg, Germany. This edition has been revised 
Several times since, the last time in 1958 when it was published in England with 
a detailed listing of alternative readings. BPO, Geneva 


in Brief 


The government of Ghana has restored to church missions the control of 
schools established by missions in the Volta region, formerly British Togoland. 
The government took over the schools last year charging that they were being 
used for political activity against the territory's integration with Ghana. 


up Ea 


A delegation representing 50,000 natives of Papua, the Australian territory 
in the Island of New Guinea, has asked the Australian Minister for Territories 
to curb the flow of missionaries into Papua. The delegation expressed gratitude 
for the work of various mission schools and hospitals, but said there were already 
so many different missions from different denominations working there that the 
situation had become confusing to the Papuans. A report said the delegation was 
advised to direct their request to the next UN mission that will come to Papua 
on behalf of the UN Trusteeship Committee. 


a 7A 


An international study centre will be opened in January at Piriapolis, 
Uruguay, under auspices of the YMCA. Lecturers from Uruguay and abroad will 
conduct courses in philosophy, the arts and other subjects. 


EK 


The largest Lutheran body in South Africa, the 120-nenber 
Batswana Church, has been formally established on an autonomous basis at a con- 
stituent assembly held in Rustenberg, The church is the outgrowth of 102 years! 
work in the country by German Lutherans of the Hermannsburg Mission, EPS, Geneva 


The next issue of BPS will be published on January 8, 1960. 
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